
 

KEYWORDS IN RE-GATHERING 

 

BE INFORMED 

We will work to follow reasonable state and local guidance. So long as restrictions are temporary, applied equally to religious 

and nonreligious gatherings alike, and there is a good reason for putting them in place, government actions at this time likely will 

not violate religious freedom protections.  

Romans 13 instructs Christians to be subject to the governing authorities. The civil authorities have a difficult task ahead, and 

we should seek to be a part of the solution through cooperation and service to our communities, as we relate to state and local 

officials responsible for implementing the White House plan.  

As limited public gatherings are initially allowed, our local governing authorities are requiring social distancing protocols even 

though other restrictions may be eased. The general easing of one type of restriction, but retaining of others, does not 

necessarily violate the law. If, however, there is evidence that government officials are unfairly singling out churches and other 

religious activities for restriction, it may violate religious freedom protections. 

Governor Northam has communicated the intent in the coming weeks to begin easing public health restrictions for businesses 

and communities of faith. While he has released the phased-in blueprint with specific recommendations and guidance for each 

of the individual phases, plans could slightly change based upon further guidance from local governance.  

 

BIBLICAL: PHASE-IN: 

We must strive to maintain a Biblical 

expression of New Testament worship:    

this is not a question of whether or not a 

congregation should assemble, but how 

they will do so in the best interest of    

public health and testimony to its 

community. 

We should commit to making each 

service the best it can be while still 

submitting to the larger scope of 

wisdom. Phasing-in will not only help 

avoid gathering too soon but also not 

hold your church in this online-only era 

for longer than needed but still not 

rushing the process. 

SAFE: 

Recognize the possibility that in-person 

gatherings will look different. For the 

sake of health and life, consider each 

gathering needing to have a reduced 

capacity. This area will influence how 

you hold weekend worship, children’s 

and student ministry, and small groups. 

We emphasize the word “Re-Gathering in our plan as the church has never been closed. Businesses, schools, and buildings 

have closed, but not the church. We have continued to carry out ministry in all of our different ministry areas at FBCW and have 

continued to have a weekly community outreach through the past couple of months as well.  

These plans are for “Re-Gathering” purposes. We want to ensure that as we begin to gather corporately for worship and 

eventually other meetings that we do so in the most God-honoring, Christ-like and wisest manner possible for the sake of our 

church and the community.  
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PREPARING THE CHURCH BUILDING  

PHASE ONE WORSHIP SERVICE BASIC GUIDANCE 

A keyword for you to know about our church leadership is TRUST. You can trust us. We have the building ready, safe, and  
cleaned for your arrival. Everything that you can see and touch has been and will be continuously cleaned.  

 
1. We will regularly deep clean the entire church with specific attention given to high traffic and high touch areas. 

(Foyer, Hallways, Common Areas, and the Sanctuary). We will sanitize pews, carpets, bathrooms, doorknobs, light 
switches, etc… 

a. We have used disinfectants that have been approved as effective against COVID-19 by the CDC.  
 

2. All non-essential furniture and ministry items will be removed and stored until needed in the coming weeks.  
 

3. The lower level of the church will be closed to the general public to keep our Children and Youth Ministry areas as 
clean as possible for eventual re-opening in the coming phases. 
  
 

4.  You will notice plenty of easily accessible hand-sanitizing stations throughout the available building.  
 

5. Clear instructional signage will guide you through the building.  
 

 

 

• Congregants over the age of 10 will be REQUIRED to wear masks in the building.  
 

o In compliance with the Governor and Dept. of Labor order on May 26 we will require all attendees to wear 
masks while in the church building for the duration of phase 1.  
  

o The Governor is encouraging everyone over the age of 10 to wear masks at all times when indoors at any 
public building or establishment beginning May 29.   

▪ This does include church buildings.  

• The only exemptions listed are:  
o When you are eating 
o When you are exercising 
o If you have trouble breathing 
o Children under the age of 10 
o For the pastor during the sermon 
o For the praise team if it impedes breathing or leading 

▪ Choirs are discouraged during Phase 1 re-gathering. 

 
• We HIGHLY encourage those in our more vulnerable groups (60+ years old, seniors, medically compromised, 

immune-deficient, etc…) to remain home and continue to watch services online.  
 

• All inside and outside doors will be propped open to avoid contact.  
 

• Bathrooms will not be available during the initial weeks of phase one re-gathering.  
 

• No offering plates will be passed.  
o Baskets will be placed at the exit of the sanctuary to collect in-person offerings.  

 
• No print bulletins will be passed out.  

 
• Coffee stations will not be available during phase one.   

 
• No on-campus small groups, children’s ministry, youth ministry, or weekly activities permitted during the opening 

phases.  
 

• Praise teams and ensembles will be limited to less than 10 individuals. We will use rotations, assign microphones, 
and thoroughly clean all equipment between usage.  
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PHASE ONE WORSHIP SERVICE PLAN 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE SEATING 

ONLINE LIVE AND TWO SUNDAY AM IN-PERSON SERVICES 
* Phase one guidelines stipulate “strict social distancing” (6ft) and up to 50% occupancy capacity. 

*Max capacity WITH social distancing for FBCW is 225 per service.  
 

SERVICES WILL BEGIN JUNE 7 
 

• WE WILL OFFER TWO IN-PERSON SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES.  
o 9:00 AM & 11:10 AM services in the sanctuary.  

 
▪ 1st service will go from 9:00 – 10:15 AM.  

• We have a cleaning crew that will thoroughly clean all pews, high traffic, and high touch 
areas between services.  

 
▪ 2nd service will go from 11:10 AM – 12:20 PM.  

  

• WE WILL CONTINUE TO BROADCAST OUR SERVICE ONLINE LIVE AT 10:00 AM. 
o This is available on the church’s Facebook page, YouTube channel, and church website.   

 

• IF YOU WISH TO ATTEND ONE OF OUR IN-PERSON SERVICES, YOU WILL NEED TO SIGN-UP ONLINE THE 

WEEK PRIOR TO WORSHIP AS SEATING IS LIMITED.  
 

o Reservations will help us ensure maximum usage of our 225 (25%) capacity for each of these Sunday AM 

in-person services. Alphabetical assignments would not be effective in attaining maximum attendance and 

usage. *Reservations may not be an absolute guarantee so please arrive early.  

• OUR HISPANIC CONGREGATION WILL HOLD THEIR SERVICE AT 1:30 PM IN THE SANCTUARY. 
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AS YOU ENTER 
 

• Clear signage will direct you to and through the building as you enter the parking lot and toward the sanctuary.  

• Please use discretion and safe distances as you park and make your way to the building.  

• All outside and inside doors will remain open at all times to maximize cleanliness standards and safety precautions.  

• You will enter in from the four outside front doors, follow the delineated sectioned-off path to your specific sanctuary 

door. (This is to maintain one-way traffic flow.)  

o We will have greeters and ushers stationed outside and inside the building to help guide you safely to your 

seat and help with any assistance you may need.  

• We ask that you not engage in physical contact with others (handshaking, hugging) for others’ safety.  

• We will seat congregants by group one row at a time.  

• Congregants will fill each row with 6-foot gaps between groups.  

• We will only use every other pew (from front to back) to maintain 6ft social distancing.  

o You will be seated as you arrive. You will not be able to select your seat location.  

 

AS YOU EXIT 
• Sections A and C will be dismissed first.  

• Followed by sections B and D. 
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CONGREGATIONAL (ATTENDEE) BASIC GUIDANCE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Congregants in our vulnerable populations (60+ in age or medically compromised) are HIGHLY discouraged 
from attending church during Phase 1 and Phase 2 scenarios.  
 

o We advise any individual who is “at higher risk for severe illness” not to attend (see 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus); the CDC includes in this category older adults (60+) and individuals with 

underlying medical conditions (including, for example, asthma, HIV, diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular 

disease and/or cancer)  
 

• Upon registering/reservations for service, we will ask for you to confirm that no member planning to attend 
is known to have had any contact with known COVID-19 confirmed cases in the past 21 days. 
  

• If you wish to attend a worship service during phase one, you must register for the specific service you wish 
to attend weekly.  
 

o Registration will open each Monday prior to weekend worship services.  
 

• We will require all attendees over the age of 10 to wear face masks while in the church building.  
o Please see the above added details concerning the Governor/Dept. of Labor order on masks on page 2 

under “PHASE ONE WORSHIP SERVICE BASIC GUIDANCE” 
  

• You will want to arrive 20-25 minutes early to allow for added time due to safety procedures.  
 

“TO DO BEFORE SERVICE” CHECKLIST 
 

• Take temperature checks at homes prior to attendance. 

• Stay home if you have a fever or flu-like symptoms and seek appropriate medical advice. 

• Seek medical advice if you believe you may have a relevant underlying medical condition as defined by the CDC 

before undertaking any activity outside of the home.  

• Use the bathroom immediately before leaving your homes to attend the service.  

• Wash the clothes you will wear to the service prior to your attendance.  

• Bring your own PPE, - including face coverings and gloves if you desire.  
o Congregants over the age of 10 will be required to wear masks. 

 
• Helpful guidelines for families with children are included in the appendix at the end of this packet. (18 and under)  

 
 

“TO DO AFTER SERVICE” CHECKLIST 
 

• We encourage you to wash the clothing you wore to the service after the service.  

• If you are experiencing any flu-like symptoms after attending an in-person worship service, please contact the church 

immediately.  
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APPENDIX (Additional Information) 

  

 

 
We love you and are praying for you! – Next Generation Ministry 

6

Children over the age of 10 will be required to wear masks while in the church building.  



CURRENT STATISTICS 

- CASES STILL RISING FOR VIRGINIA 

 

- GROWTH RATES ARE SLOWING 
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- HOSPITILIZATION RATES REMAIN FLAT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8



NATIONAL BASIC GUIDELINES FOR RE-OPENING 

VIRGINIA BASIC GUIDELINES FOR RE-OPENING  

The White House plan, “Opening Up America Again,” allows for states and localities to progressively relax restrictions 

through three phases of opening up, based on the state or locality meeting certain criteria to proceed to the next phase. This 

plan will mitigate the risk of resurgence and at the same time protect the most vulnerable and can be implemented on a 

statewide or county-by-county basis at the governor’s discretion.  

While everyone should read through the whole plan, these sections are relevant to in-person church meetings.  

NATIONAL PHASE ONE 

• All vulnerable people (including the elderly and people with underlying health conditions) should continue to shelter 

in place. 

• Avoid socializing in groups of more than 10 people in circumstances that do not readily allow for appropriate physical 

distancing (e.g., receptions, trade shows). 

• Large venues (e.g., sit-down dining, movie theaters, sporting venues, places of worship) can operate under “strict 

physical distancing protocols” 

• Minimize non-essential travel and adhere to CDC guidelines regarding isolation following travel (relevant where 

authorities have not designated religious activities/travel as “essential”). 

NATIONAL PHASE TWO 

• All vulnerable people should continue to shelter in place. 

• Social settings of more than 50 people, where appropriate distancing may not be practical, should be avoided unless 

precautionary measures are observed. 

• Large venues (e.g., sit-down dining, movie theaters, sporting venues, places of worship) can operate under 

moderate physical distancing protocols. 

• Non-essential travel can resume (relevant where authorities have not designated religious activities/travel as 

“essential”). 

NATIONAL PHASE THREE 

• Vulnerable individuals can resume public interactions but should practice physical distancing, minimizing exposure to 

social settings where distancing may not be practical unless precautionary measures are observed. 

• Low-risk populations should consider minimizing the time spent in crowded environments. 

• Large venues (e.g., sit-down dining, movie theaters, sporting venues, places of worship) can operate under limited 

physical distancing protocols. 

 

 

VIRGINIA’S METRICS FOR PHASE ONE 

• Moving downward: Percentage of positive tests over 14 days 

• Moving downward: Hospitalizations over 14 days 

• Enough hospital beds & intensive care capacity 

• Increasing & sustainable supply of PPE 

  

o WE CAN MOVE TO PHASE ONE WHEN WE SEE: 

- Downward trend: Percentage of positive tests over 14 days 

- Downward trend: Hospitalizations over 14 days 

- Increased testing and tracing  

- Enough hospital beds & intensive care capacity  

- Increasing & sustainable supply of PPE 

  

o PHASE ONE LOOKS LIKE:  

- Some businesses re-open with strict safety restrictions  

- Continued social distancing 

- Continued teleworking  

- Face coverings recommended in public 

- “Eased restrictions” for large venues and places of worship.  
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